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Total Share of Merchandise Exports from Authoritarian States 
Imported into Prosperous Liberal Democracies 

 

‘Democracy Who Buys it?’ Supporting Tables #2 and #3 (Summary and Full 
Versions). 

 
1. Prepared by Rod Nixon based on World Bank World Integrated Trade Solution (WITS) 
data (World Bank 2017).  
 

2. Information on composition of merchandise exports sourced from World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) ‘Trade Profiles 2018’ (WTO 2018).  
 

3. For the purposes of the analysis a ‘Prosperous Liberal Democracies’ is defined as an OECD 
country also rated “Free” in the 2019 Freedom House Index (Freedom House 2019). 
 

 
Supporting Table 2: Total Share of Merchandise Exports from Authoritarian States Imported into Prosperous 
Liberal Democracies (Summary Version) 

Prosperous 
Liberal 

Democracies  

China (2017) 
Russian Federation 

(2017) Thailand (2016) Turkey (2017) 

$US 
(Millions) 

% of 
Exports 

$US 
(Millions) 

% of 
Exports 

$US 
(Millions) 

% of 
Exports 

$US 
(Millions) 

% of 
Exports 

All 33 
Prosperous 

Liberal 
Democracies  $1,134,897 50.15% $159,518 44.38% $89,489 41.86% $82,674 52.68% 

Notes on 
Merchandise 

Export 
Composition 

Agricultural: 3.6% 
Fuels & Mining: 2.4% 
Manufactures: 93.7% 
Other: 0.3% 

Agricultural: 8.8% 
Fuels & Mining: 62.9% 
Manufactures: 21.8% 
Other: 6.5% 

Agricultural: 17.1% 
Fuels & Mining: 4.1% 
Manufactures: 74.6% 
Other: 4.2% 

Agricultural: 11.7% 
Fuels & Mining: 5.8% 
Manufactures: 75.2% 
Other: 7.3% 

 
 
Supporting Table 3: Total Share of Merchandise Exports from Authoritarian States Imported into Prosperous 
Liberal Democracies (Full Version) 

Prosperous 
Liberal 

Democracy 

China (2017) 
Russian Federation 

(2017) Thailand (2016) Turkey (2017) 

$US 
(Millions) 

% of 
Exports 

$US 
(Millions) 

% of 
Exports 

$US 
(Millions) 

% of 
Exports 

$US 
(Millions) 

% of 
Exports 

Australia $41,438 1.83% $121 0.03% $10,232 4.79% $538 0.34% 

Austria $2,527 0.11% $233 0.06% $219 0.10% $1,114 0.71% 

Belgium $15,738 0.70% $6,799 1.89% $1,447 0.68% $3,151 2.01% 

Canada $31,375 1.39% $618 0.17% $1,333 0.62% $1,046 0.67% 

Chile $14,410 0.64% $79 0.02% $541 0.25% $255 0.16% 
Czech 

Republic $8,793 0.39% $2,862 0.80% $713 0.33% $908 0.58% 

Denmark $6,511 0.29% $2,607 0.73% $389 0.18% $1,011 0.64% 

Estonia $1,006 0.04% $1,776 0.49% $49 0.02% $106 0.07% 

Finland $2,846 0.13% $8,148 2.27% $173 0.08% $297 0.19% 

France $27,964 1.24% $3,275 0.91% $1,579 0.74% $6,590 4.20% 

Germany $71,134 3.14% $15,491 4.31% $4,459 2.09% $15,119 9.63% 

Greece $4,751 0.21% $2,880 0.80% $120 0.06% $1,663 1.06% 

https://wits.worldbank.org/
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/trade_profiles18_e.htm
https://freedomhouse.org/report/countries-world-freedom-2019
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Prosperous 
Liberal 

Democracy 

China (2017) 
Russian Federation 

(2017) Thailand (2016) Turkey (2017) 

$US 
(Millions) 

% of 
Exports 

$US 
(Millions) 

% of 
Exports 

$US 
(Millions) 

% of 
Exports 

$US 
(Millions) 

% of 
Exports 

Iceland $112 0.00% $14 0.00% $5 0.00% $200 0.13% 

Ireland $2,913 0.13% $327 0.09% $445 0.21% $527 0.34% 

Israel $8,918 0.39% $1,668 0.46% $671 0.31% $3,407 2.17% 

Italy $29,200 1.29% $9,805 2.73% $1,520 0.71% $8,473 5.40% 

Japan $137,259 6.06% $10,500 2.92% $20,423 9.56% $412 0.26% 

Latvia $1,148 0.05% $4,439 1.24% $37 0.02% $127 0.08% 

Lithuania $1,600 0.07% $2,566 0.71% $23 0.01% $302 0.19% 

Luxemburg $701 0.03% $12 0.00% $8 0.00% $36 0.02% 

Netherlands $67,132 2.97% $34,630 9.64% $4,202 1.97% $3,864 2.46% 

New Zealand $5,100 0.23% $83 0.02% $1,414 0.66% $104 0.07% 

Norway $2,489 0.11% $776 0.22% $177 0.08% $547 0.35% 

Poland $17,873 0.79% $10,570 2.94% $384 0.18% $3,071 1.96% 

Portugal $3,445 0.15% $963 0.27% $157 0.07% $811 0.52% 

Slovakia $2,729 0.12% $2,574 0.72% $121 0.06% $387 0.25% 

Slovenia $2,887 0.13% $241 0.07% $60 0.03% $1,158 0.74% 

South Korea $102,704 4.54% $12,101 3.37% $4,013 1.88% $584 0.37% 

Spain $22,918 1.01% $2,210 0.62% $942 0.44% $6,302 4.01% 

Sweden $7,026 0.31% $1,832 0.51% $438 0.20% $1,414 0.90% 

Switzerland $3,207 0.14% $3,786 1.05% $4,987 2.33% $892 0.57% 

UK $56,714 2.51% $5,646 1.57% $3,825 1.79% $9,603 6.12% 

US $430,328 19.01% $9,885 2.75% $24,381 11.41% $8,655 5.51% 

Other $1,128,474   $199,634   $124,105   $74,319   

Total Share $1,134,897 50.15% $159,518 44.38% $89,489 41.86% $82,674 52.68% 
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